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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. 
Douglas Gilbert, Reg. 27,196 on 1/9/09. 

The claim list of application has been amended as follows: 


Claim 1. (previously presented) A post for retaining an item in a storage compartment having a side, the 
post comprising: a body operable to hold the item; and a coupling element operable to couple the body to 
the side of the storage compartment and to allow the post to be moved to a position in which the body can 
receive the item to be stored in the compartment, and to a different position in which the body can not 
receive the item to be stored in the compartment; wherein the coupling clement includes a locking 
element operable to retain the body in at least one of the positions. 

Claim 2. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the body is releasably fastened to the side of 
the storage compartment. 

Claim 3. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the body is pivotable relative to the side of 
the storage compartment. 

Claim 4. (cancelled) 

Claim 5. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the position in which the body receives an 
item stored in the compartment includes the body substantially perpendicular to the side, and the position 
in which the body does not receive an item stored in the compartment includes the body substantially 
parallel with the side. 

Claim 6. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the coupling element includes a protrusion 
insertable into a hole. 

Claim 7. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the coupling element includes a protrusion 
extending from the body, and a hole in the side of the storage compartment operable to receive the 
protrusion. 

Claim 8. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the item to be stored in the storage 
compartment includes a storage disc having a hole, and the body is insertable into the hole. 
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Claim 9. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein the item to be stored in the storage 
compartment includes a storage disc having a hole, and the body is insertable into the hole, and includes a 
shoulder to support the storage disc away from the side. 

Claim 10. (previously presented) The post of claim 1 wherein: 
the body includes a first component and a second component, and 
the coupling element includes: 

a first element operable to couple the first component to the side of the storage compartment and to allow 
the first component to be positioned relative to the side in at least two different positions, and 
a second element operable to couple the second component to the side of the storage compartment and to 
allow the second component to be positioned relative to the side in at least two different positions. 

Claim 1 1. (previously presented) A storage compartment comprising: 
a bottom and a sidewall that define an interior; and 

a post operable to retain a storage disc in said interior,_and including, a body operable to engage the 
storage disc; and a coupling element operable and to allow the body to be positioned relative to the 
bottom in at least two different positions that include a first position in which the body can receive the 
storage disc when the disc is stored in the compartment, and a second position in which the body can not 
receive the storage disc, wherein said coupling element comprises a hinge that allows said body to rotate 
at a base of the body between said first position in which said body is extending from said bottom of the 
storage compartment and said second position in which said body lays below said bottom of the storage 
compartment in a receptacle when the disc is stored in the compartment and in which the body remains 
without one exerting pressure on the body. 

Claim 12. (previously presented) The storage compartment of claim 1 1 wherein the coupling element 
includes a locking element operable to retain the body in at least one of the positions.in one position the 
body extends from the bottom into the interior substantially perpendicular to the bottom. 

Claim 13. (previously presented) The storage compartment of claim 1 1 wherein said body is divided into 
two portions each of which rotate in opposite directions into said receptacle in. 

Claim 14. (previously presented) A method for storing a storage disc, the method comprising: 
rotating a body of a post around a hinge attached to said post, wherein said body of said post is rotated 
between an extended position extendingfrom a side of a storage compartment and a retracted,_from a 
position in which the body is disposed in a receptacle in said side of the storage compartment and can not 
receive the storage disc and, when said body of said post is in said extended position, engaging a hole in 
the disc with the body. 

Claim 15. (canceled) 

Claim 16. (previously presented) The method of claim 14 further comprising retaining the body in at least 
one position with a locking element. 

Claim 17. (previously presented) The method of claim 14 further comprising supporting the disc away 
from the side with a support element on said body of said post. 

Claim 18. (previously presented) The method of claim 14 further comprising: positioning the body in the 
retracted relative to the side, to the position in which the body can not receive the disc; and 
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Claim 19. (previously presented) The method of claim 14 wherein said body comprises two separate 
members, the method further comprising positioning the two separate members of the body adjacent to 
each other, such that both are received through the hole in the disc when engaging the disc with the body 
relative to the side includes pivoting the post relative to the side. 

Claim 20. (previously presented) The method of claim 19, wherein rotating the body of the post into the 
extended position further comprises rotating the two separate member of the body in different directions, 
away from each other to place both in said positioning the body relative to the side includes disposing the 
receptacle. 

Claim 2 1 . (cancelled) 

Claim 22. (Previously presented) A post for retaining an item in a storage compartment having a side, the 
post comprising: a body operable to hold the item; and a coupling element operable to couple the body to 
the side of the storage compartment and to allow the body to be positioned relative to the side in at least 
two different positions, the coupling element including a locking element operable to retain the body in at 
least one of the positions. 

Claim 23. (Previously presented) A storage compartment comprising: a bottom and a sidewall that define 
an interior; and a post pivotablc and operable to retain a storage disc, and including, a body operable to 
engage the storage disc; and a coupling element operable to couple the body to the bottom of the storage 
compartment and to allow the body to be positioned relative to the bottom in at least two different 
positions, wherein in one position the body is disposed in a receptacle of the bottom, below a surface of 
the bottom. 

Claim 24. (previously presented) The storage compartment of claim 1 1 wherein said hinge comprises 
protrusions at said base of the body that mate with holes in said receptacle. 


Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-3,5-14,16-20 & 22-24 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the allowability 
resides in the overall structure of the device as recited by claims 1,1 1,14,22,23, and at least in part , 
because Claim 1 recites: "wherein the coupling element includes a locking element operable to retain the 
body in at least one of two positions," Claim 11 recites: "a hinge that allows said body to rotate at a base 
of the body between said first position in which said body is extending from said bottom of she storage 
compartment and said second position in which said body lays below said bottom of the storage 
compartment in a receptacle," Claim 14 recites: "rotating a body of a post around a hinge attached to said 
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post, wherein said body is rotated between an extending position extending from a side of a storage 
compartment and a retracted position in which the body is disposed in a receptacle in said side of the 
storage compartment and can not receive the storage disc," Claim 22 recites: "the coupling element 
including a locking element," and Claim 23 recites: "wherein in one position the body is disposed in a 
receptacle of the bottom, below a surface of the bottom." The aforementioned limitations in combination 
with all remaining limitations of claims 1,1 1,14,22 & 23, are believed to render the claims 1,1 1,14,22 & 
23 and all claims dependent thereupon, patentable over the art of record. 

US 5400902 to Kaminski is considered the closest reference to the instant application, as Kaminski 
disclosed a storage compartment (20), an item (31), a body (i.e. body of (36)), and a coupling element 
(34), but is silent as to wherein the coupling element includes a locking element or a hinge, to allow the 
body to rotate at the base of the body between a first position and a second position in which said body 
lays below said bottom of the storage compartment in a receptacle or below a surface of the bottom. 

US 6535379 Bl to Smeenge, Jr. et al. is considered a pertinent reference to the instant application, as 
Smeenge, Jr. et al. disclosed a storage compartment (fig. 2), a body (44) and an item (i.e. a disc), but is 
silent as to a coupling element including a hinge. 

None of the aforementioned references, either alone or in-combination are believed to render the 
present invention, unpatentable as claimed. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions 
should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to INGRID WRIGHT whose telephone number is (571)272-8392. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-F. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on (571)272-2800, ext 35. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the 
status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


/Ingrid Wright/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2835 


/Lisa Lea-Edmonds/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2835 


